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Black Caucus Meets in Los Angeles to Discuss Ballot Initiatives 

 
Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas, chairman of the Legislative Black Caucus hosted the Caucus’ monthly business meeting at the 
California Science Center-Exposition Park on Monday, (September 30). 
 
Members of the Legislative Black Caucus met to discuss and take positions on the various initiatives placed on the November ballot 
and other issues of relevance brought before the body. 
 
“This Caucus is the largest body of black elected officials in California, even larger than the Congressional delegation from 
California,” said Ridley-Thomas. “Therefore, we must be adept in policy and viewed as an effective policy force in California. 
 
“My objective is to have us operate as a unit to engage, educate and empower our constituents. And to that end, I have created an 
ongoing agenda for our meetings that invites those who can keep us informed and relevant.” 
  
Renowned educator Dr. George McKenna made a presentation on his Black Education Civil Rights Agenda at the meeting, which was 
the first that Chairman Ridley-Thomas has hosted in Los Angeles. 
 
Caucus members present were Assemblymembers Amina Carter, Curren Price and Mike Davis and Chairman Sen. Mark Ridley-
Thomas. 
 
Other Caucus members not present include Speaker of the Assembly, Karen Bass; Assemblymembers Mervyn Dymally and Sandre 
Swanson and Senator Edward Vincent. 
 
Since he was elected chairman in 2007, Ridley-Thomas has hosted regular monthly meetings for the eight member Caucus, frequently 
inviting community members, legislative advocates, candidates seeking office and state officials to address issues of particular 
importance to the Caucus and their constituents. 
 
Among those making presentations to the Caucus have been Ruth Coleman, Director of State Parks, former State Senator Frank Hill, 
John Gamboa of the Greenlining Institute and Dr. Bill Releford, of the Black Barbershop Health Outreach Program. 
 
At a recent meeting, Legislative Analyst Liz Hill provided a non-partisan overview of selected initiatives that had qualified for the 
November ballot. 
 
At Monday’s meeting, Caucus members voted as a body to oppose: 

• Proposition 6, Criminal Penalties and Laws; 
• Proposition 7, Renewable Energy;  
• Proposition 10, Alternative Fuel Bonds and 
• Proposition 11, Redistricting. 

 
Dr. George McKenna offered an overview of his proposed plan to address underachievement of African 
Americans in public schools describing it as “the most glaring inequity and unfulfilled initiative of  the struggle 
for social justice during the 20th and 21st Century. 
 
.After listening to Dr. McKenna’s presentation, Sen. Ridley-Thomas said that the Caucus should have this 
educational issue on its agenda at each subsequent meeting to develop a legislative strategy to address the 
persistent problem of underachievement in African American students in public schools. 
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